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_ MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 


SUBJECT: Visit to Congressman Mark Andrews 


At the request of SAFLL. I accompanied a group to 
Congressman Mark Andrews' office on May 18. The purpose 
of the meeting was to advise Congressman Andrews as to 
the origin of two items of space debris which had been 
recovered on a North Dakota farm. Several objects had 
fallen onto North Dakota soil over a 50 mile track some- 
time between April 10 and April 15. Two items were sent 
directly to the Congressman by one of the farmers with 
the understanding that the farmer would be assured of being 
able to retain possession following the conclusion of any 
necessary investigations. 


The other)members of the party included Major Gordon 


Hamley, SAFLL, Mr. Ed Butler and Captain Serge Chernay, 


both of FTD and Captain Mike Heininger, SAFOI. 


In Mt. Andrews' office it was ascertained by the FID 
people that the two objects, both cold gas spheres, one 
about 53 inches in circumference and the other about 18 
inches in circumference, were of U. S. origin. Congressman 
Andrews was interested in obtaining information about the 
nature of the spacecraft so that he could satisfactorily 
respond to his constituents. Although this event had not. 
received wire-service coverage, the local papers have been. 
giving it much attention. A Fargo, N. D. article is 
attached. 
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Mr. Andrews has been briefed on our program as a 
member of the House Appropriations Committee. The Committee 
Staff Chairman was contacted informally by the NRO Staff 
prior to our visit and apprised of the fact that the mission 
of the spacecraft, if it were of U.S. origin, was likely a 
sensitive one. Mr. Andrews apparently took this fact into 
account for he stated that his desires were not to impinge 
on any classified areas but, by the same token, was in a 


‘position where he had to provide his constituents as much 
‘information as possible. 


After FTD had stated with high assurance that the 
spheres were indeed of U.S. origin and following a brief 
picture taking session of Congressman Andrews, his staff 
and the spheres, Congressman Andrews asked me, off to the 


‘side, if I would be able to provide him with a briefing on. 


the nature of the mission. I offered to provide him a 
broad description of the mission in private. After excusing 
the others from the room Congressman Andrews and I discussed 
broadly the nature of the photographic mission from which we 
suspect the spheres emanated. We are fairly certain since 
the spheres are of U.S. origin that they come from CORONA 
Mission 1114. That mission was launched on March 24 and was 
tracked in decay by NORAD on April 12. It was predicted to 
impact in northern Canada. Congressman Andrews expressed 
an appreciation for protecting the nature of our program and 
stated that he understood the difficulty encountered in | 
responding to his request. I offered to provide him with 

as much information as possible about the Agena vehicle and 
assured him that we would respond to his a ahs with all 


possible haste. 


During the course of our informal conversation, he 


let it be known that he was extremely sympathetic to the 
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military having attended West Point himself. He confided 
that his real problem was one of pacifying his opposition 
in North Dakota so as not to undermine his support of the 
SAFEGUARD program for the North Dakota area. 
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I candidly expressed to him in private that occurrences 
of this nature are infrequent but that they are also finitely 
probable and with this system in particular there was no 
practical way to eliminate inadvertent failure to burn up 
upon re-entry. He expressed his understanding of this 
situation. I went on to explain that this particular program 
was coming to a close and that other similarly oriented mission 
vehicles are not quite as uncontrolled in terms of re-entry 
characteristics as is this vehicle. 


In summary of our private conversation, I found 
Congressman Andrews to be extremely appreciative of the 
sensitivity of the situation and, on the surface, extremely 
supportive of our efforts and of the need to protect the 
secrecy of the reconnaissance activity. 


Subsequent to the visit to Mr. Andrews' office, I 
agreed with SAFLL that we would provide the requested 


information through their channels to the Congressman. 
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In summary, this situation could have been an extremely 
ticklish one if Congressman Andrews had not been already 
briefed on the program. However, as it turned out, I feel 
that it was a highly satisfactory meeting, although somewhat 
like a Max Sennett comedy with the experts using the 
Congressman's office as a Metals Laboratory and the attempts 
at "overplaying" the situation by SAFLL and the Congressman's 
administrative staff. 

I have contacted SAFSP to enlist their aid in supple- 


menting our Unclassified Agena data in order to assist in the 
formulation of the paper for Mr. Andrews. 


Jfia Coat 
HAROLD S. COYLE, JR. 
Major, USAF 
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more’ 3 thay, a basketball’ 5 outside measurement, ven. more 
olumewise — and each has fittings indicating its use was to : 
contain a‘gas or liquid at one time, Both weigh in excess of. 
21 Pounds, i 
Q ‘Identical bandings’ or ‘maybe eimiatits ot painted strips 
‘show on their charred outside surfaces,.° - 
} Bach” shows evidence «of: having been’ exposed. to 
extrorel igh: heat.” . o 
‘The hottom — or top —.of one has 4 five-Inch diameter 
le with ‘ineven: edges'giving an.appearance that. sufficient 
ieat_ came. from ‘inside: ‘to melt the metal, ‘which js “about 3%: 
inch thick, 
~ This ball interior surface 4 is: ‘ discolored to: ‘an ‘off-white in 
‘the area surrounding the intact threaded fitting. opposite ‘the * 
‘hole: About a two-inch long section.6f broken ‘ ‘pipe 84 to’ 14’ 
inch in diameter extends outside the ‘ball from the fitting.” 
fitting ‘on “one: end f. the. ‘other _ball appears. t ( 
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g. 
aoe or melted away; it has the appearance of bronze.’ 
op he half we ine burned- out hole has two ‘breaks in ‘it. 














: errant at suas : 
“Did the. as fall aw y 
‘military plane?’ 














- Airport, Fargo, and an n officer at Malmstrom. Air Forcé Base ©: 
“at-Gréat Falls,’ Mont.,'say military craft have hydraulic and- | 
- oxygen equipment similar to, Ah balls But they discard ine 
idea that the spheres: coul : al 
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oy field he was working on April 20. ° 


é “Ronald Brummond ‘brought the 'first ball to town. . 
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Bat, the ‘He aia: ‘towever, * aennuiwtedge oe 
; ‘beh aibad 4 Aim to have work 
















hoax Or. publicity stunt also were considered after” 
He said his son; Corwin, :19, noticed fhe, ball Iying in ke 





“Many. persons:stopped to’ ‘exathing ‘it and offer possible nd 


se suggestions 3 ‘as to. dts origin after it: was put ori‘ display at. - 


K 
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Ruhn's Farm Supply store. Doubters . Snickered ‘at the idea: 
= that:it® could haye ‘come from ‘outer ‘space; ‘others ‘asked, Bo. os 
You got-a better idea?" One: nee was that it had been. hs 


: .@ pevpane Bas tank — = bat it Had 






dence of. handles or a 






Mi shel brought inva second one.on' ‘April pee a 
‘2? The Brummond farm, near Crete, N.D.,. ‘and. ‘the. Miche " 
farm, east“ofOakes, are about nine; air” ‘miles ‘apart. The =: 
farms are ‘almost on a north-south line rom each other, 2 
"Michel, Satd he had seen this | a flax fleld and had 7 
gone by it several ti times on his tac AR 






























“Then, one via is mother, Mrs. Francis Michel, told aie oe 
“about a strange ‘metal ball being: found’ near Crete, he = A 
> back: to the field and hauled it: back to yc ne bach el 

i i) 










imbedded in, the soil elther. * 
- Both farmers ‘believe the! bats 
oa the ‘winter ‘months. © = 
Brummond assumes that his it fou 
















“his may have landed in a snowbank. 
4s "Wouldn't it have made quite i 
oof ‘of the house?" Michel said.; al 
The mystery of the spheres - chas deepened to the: point 
~ that inquiries have been made: of government, military and ©: 
i" tue program officials in n searehy fa sure-fire 2. op anein ce 
| 3 OF their origin.’ fe ee 

































~ Brummond's. at Ruhn's: Farm ' Stir and Michel's at te 
en Oakes Times, the weekly DEWOPAD EE: wipe ad 
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